CHAPTER X.
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in a previous ramble we inspected the Strand Road
from the Fort as far as Chandpal Ghat, We will com-
mence this morning at the historic landing place of Sir
Philip Francis and his colleagues.
The Strand Road is essentially a piece of Jew Calcutta.
Looking at Apjohn's map of 1794 we see the long line of
roadway running up the present Olive and Dharraahatta
Streets occupying the position of Calcutta's river face. In the
year of the Siege, 1756, the river flowed where these streets
now are. As the river retreated westwards, land was re-
claimed and in 1823 the task of building a "New Strand"
was commenced. At one spot, and I think at one spot
only, was it necessary to interfere with former arrange-
ments. Chandpal Ghat has apparently not changed its
position. Close to it in 1820 was a house occupied by a
Mr. Tyler and to the North of the house was a grove of
trees—" the beautiful trees of the Respondentia. "
Contemporary Newspapers bear witness to the heart-burn-
ings which the felling of these trees created. The Responden-
tia Walk, the ancient haunt "of those fond of moonlight
rambles, and of children with their train of servants as no
horses were allowed to go on it" was swallowed up in the
Strand. Southwards the road was carried on to join with
Garden Reach, passing East of where Prinsep's Ghat now
stands and along what is now called Napier Road.
The continued retreat of the river has left room for a new
Strand Road to the West of the old one. Calcutta folk as
they drive in the cool of the evening are wont to regret their
inability to continue their way further along the river bank.
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